n . 2 4 0 
* 


1 6 2 
» 
Ho x 
5 - 
. 


SATAN FRUSTRATE 


* 8 . . : 


= 


* 


% * 


NOR 


. _» DBCEMBER. 25, 


* 
3 
7 
T 4 
„ 


1781. 


— 


= 


— 


PREACHED AT 


4 4 
* 


* 


HRIST MANIFESTED 


SERMON 


By JOHN RYLAND, junior. 


7 ” 


15 NORTHAMPTON: 


Printed by THOMAS DICEY and Co. 
And Sold by C. DiLLy, J. BuczLany, and G. Kirn, 


| 1782. 
. (Price SIX-PENCE. 


| in London, 


* 


» 
— 
* 
% 4 
. 
: % 
- 
$4 1 
md * 
+ 
[4 2 
** . - 
1 1 
* 
* 
N * 


- 


* 


— —— 2 —fb'— ́ —ů—ů— 


* 


— 


22 , 
* 832 


4 
* 


— — 


— — 


— 22 


+» 


* 


*EnrIST MANITE STEP. 
os . 1 


SATAN FRUSTRATED. + + 


; | 
1 John iii. 8. 
Fox Tuts PURPOSE THE SoN or Go WAS MANIFESTED, 
THAT HE MIGHT DESTROY THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL. 


HE manifeſtation of God the Son in human 
fleſh is juſtly filed by the apoſtle, the great 
myſtery of godlineſs.” But, tho* eminently 
myſterious in itſelf, the revelation of this important 
truth is peculiarly .expreſs, Paul declares it to be 
e without controverſy.” Not but that there were in his 
day, and the holy ſpirit of prophecy well knew there 
would be in ours, too many who might attempt to contro- 
vert and deny this capital article of our faith. But if ſuch 
perſons own the ſcriptures of the old and new teſtament 
as a divine revelation; yea, if they admit right ideas 
of the moral perſedtions of God,“ they muſt neceſſarily 
bear the apoſtolic mark of an heretic, they muſt be 
ſelf-condemned. For there is fo cloſe and mutual a con- 
nexion between the principal articles of religious truth, 
(both thoſe which are 8 82 of pure revelation, = 
| | | ole. 


* * No man can entertain right ideas of God and his moral per- 
| fections, without acknowledging his infinite aniiableneſs ; none 
7 can diſcern the abſolute perſection and infinite lovelineſs of deity, 
without admitting that our obligations to ſapreme love of his 
moral character and univerſal obedience to his will are infinitely 
binding; none can allow that our obligations to perfect love and 
obedience are infinite, without owning that the violation of ſuch 
obligations is infinitely criminal; no one that looks upon fin as 
infinitely evil, can hope for pardon without an atonement of in- 
finite worth; no one can believe the atonemens to be of N 
1 ” Worin, 
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thoſe that belong to what is called natural religion) that | th 
the whole chain muſt be received or rejected, anlefs a | #9 


man would be inconſiſtent with himſelf, Every con- 
ſiſtent believer of divine revelation muſt therefore admit, 
without controverſy, this great and important myſtery 


of godlineſs : and I may farther add, that no one whole || 27% 
eyes are opened to ſee the glory of the divine nature, | &” 
or the infinite excellence of God's moral perfections, re! 
can refuſe his aſſent to that revelation, which ſo mani- AC 
feſtly rends to the higheſt poſſible advancement of the | in 
glory of God. He that is of God, heareth God's words, Jo 
and if any hear them not, it is becauſe they are not of God, th 
John viii. 47. Therefore our Lord ſaid to the Jews, Te! 
1f God were your father, ye would love me; for 1 pro- In 
ceeded forth, and came from God, verſe 42. And elſe- of 
where he aſſerts, he that hath ſeen me hath ſeen the Go 
Father, John xiv. 9. And he that-hateth me, hateth my gle 
Father alſo, John xv. 23. For awho/oever denieth the Sen, of 
the ſame hath not the Father, 1 John ii. 237. "wy 
If therefore the glory of the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, - 
who is the image of the inviſible.God, be hid, it is bo 
hid only to them that are loſt, who are blinded by Satan he 
the God of this world, 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. Nothing but br 
the very ſpirit of their father the devil can render un- FX 
believers blind to the tranſcendent beauty and lovelineſs jon 
of Chriſt, and averſe to the glorious and gracious deſign f y 
of his goſpel. Nevertheleſs, we are all the ſubjects of 2 
worth, who denies the infinite dignity of the ſaviour. He, then, tio 
that denies the proper divinity of Chriſt and his infinite dignity, 
denies the infinite worth of the atonement, the infinite evil of chz 
ſin, our infinite obligations to obedience, and the infinite love- ma 
lineſs and abſolute perfect ion of God: and, conſequently, tho? ; 
he may profeſs to believe the exiſtence of a being wearing the Wer” 
name, he ſtrips him in his ideas of that which really conſtitutes the 
his deity. He that is evithout Chriſt, is therefore without God, eac 
Eph. ii. 12. Whoſcever tran ſgreſetb, and abideth not in the doctrine e 
Chriſt, bath not God; be thar abideth in the doctrine of Chriſt, be 


ath both the Father and the Son, 2 John g. | « 
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this criminal and inexcuſable blindneſs, until God, avho 
commanded" the light to ſhine out Fl darkneſs, ſhineth into 
eur hearts,. to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Feſus Chriſt, verſe 6. But when | 
our eyes are opened in regeneration, wwe behold his glory, 
the: glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of | 
grace and truth, John 1. 14. And were it not for the 
remembrance of our own former blindneſs, we ſhould 
account it indeed à marwellous thing that any ſhould be 
in doubt, and 4now not' who nor from whence he is; 
John ix. 30. But alas! it is their native averſion to 
the end for which the Son of God was manifeſted, that 
renders. many ſo blind to the evidences of his divinity, 
Incarnation, miſſion, and goſpel. The ultimate end 
of the manifeſtation of the Son of God, was glory 10 
God in the higheſt, the brighteſt panes. diſplay of the 
glory of the divine nature in the deſtruction of the works 
of the devil. No wonder then that the apoſtate /p:r:z, 
who aworketh in the children of diſobedience, ſhould in- 
cline them to reed the counſel of God againſt themſelves. 
They who are of their father the devil, and will do his 
works, cannot receive him who was manifeſted to deſtroy 
the works of the devil. And as we are all by nature 
of this diſpoſition, alienated from the life of God by ſin; 
ſo however we may acknowledge the ſcriptures to be 
truth, and Jeſus to be the ſaviour, profeſſing gratitude 
for his incarnation and a hope of ſalvation by him ; we 
are in fact unbelievers and enemies, till by the Spirit of 
God enlightening our minds and giving a new inclina- 
tion to our wills, we diſcern the intrinſic glory of his 
character, and fall in heartily with the ends of his 
manifeſtation. ffn). PT OA EO. 
To diſplay the glorious deſign of his appearance is 
the aim of this diſcourſe; and as contraries illuſtrate 
Re Iwo CIT! of 
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Fin, Enquire what are the works of che devilz 
ce the Son of God was manifeſted to deſtroy? en» 
deavouring to trace out the 1 of Satan and = 


tendency of his works. 


Secondly, I would attempt to ſhew how the menifelta⸗ 


tion of the Son of God has anſwered this 22 


* of deftroying the works of the devil. 


1. WHAT ARE THE WORKS OF THE Davils wnrcg 
THE Son of GO WAS MANIFESTED TO DESTROY . 


It is foreign to my preſent purpoſe to — upon 
we ſcriptural account of the devil. Let it ſuffice to 
obſerve, that by the devil, in our text, T underſtand 


the chief of thoſe apoſtate ſpirits who kept not their 


firſt eſtate, but being lifted up with pride fell into con- 
demnation, and are now reſerved in chains of darkneſs 


until the judgment of the great day. And his works, 


which the Son of God was manifeſted to deſtroy, are, 


: fin, guilt, miſery, and death. 


All manner of in is the work of the lent We are 
told in the former part of the verſe, he that committeth 


fin is of the devil; for the devil ſinneth from the begin- 
ning. He was the firſt beginner of rebellion againſt 


God, the firſt Who introduced. moral evil into the 


creation, and that very early, ſoon after the commence» 
ment of time, or meaſurable duration. Not that he 
ſinned immediately upon his creation, for if ſo, there 
could have been no evidence that he was created pure; 
nor could the devil and his angels be blamed or con- 
demned for ns: having kept their firſt eftate (Jude 6.) if 
they never were in any other eſtate but the ſame that 
they are now in. But he quickly fell from it, involving 
many of his once happy aſſociates (perhaps a third part 
of the angelic hoſt, Rev. Xii, 4.) in his crime and it's 
ene. And the * of ihe conſequences of 
: fin, 
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it; min, in his exclufion from heavenly bliſs, his begun 
n- puniſhment, and fearful expectation of future aggravated 
the woe; initead of changing his ſinful diſpoſition,* and 
1 cauſing! him to blame himſelf far his revolt; appears 
hy only to inflame his malice, to excite his impotent re. 
* venge againſt his maker, and cruel envy againſt his 
by obedient and happy fellow-creatures. God purpoting 
= to exemplify the real nature and ſhew the extreme ma 
eg | — of ſin, did not immediately confine Satan to the 


2. ace of torment, but left the fallen angels to wander 
. IH 2s priſoners at large amidit the extended univerſe. The 
v4 eonſequence (not unforeſeen. nor unprovided for) was 
Aud an attack upon our firſt parents, and the entrance of ſitt 
th into our lower world, —in the continued reign. of which, 


on. | fcripture repreſents Satan, and his angels as inſtrumental 
denn and unweariedly active. Sin, therefore, is properly {tiled 
vhs, the work of the devil; all manner of fin, every thing 
Men bl'nded by pride and fin to the gl: ry of. the ſupreme 
ED being, may fancy, that the happineſs of created being is the 

are only obje of importance, and-the chief end of all the works of 


d. Hence, like Dr. Prggſtley (in his Philoſophical Neceiſity 
Heth 5 rep robate all idea of Yoni ment, except — as _ | 
gin- five and beneficial to the creature; . For God eternally to puniſh 
ainſt Fin, in order to 1epreſent the glory of his juſtice, would te to 
contradict the proud claim of fallen creatures, who arrogantly 
the conclude that God has no peculiar glory but to be ſubvervient 
nce- to the happineſs of created exiſtences; and that every thing is 
t he zood or bad merely as it relates to their welfare, Dr. P. ſays, 
o neceſſitarian (i. e. his ſort of neceſſitarians, though it's 
there queſtionable how many individuals compoſe this ne ſect that 
ure; agree with him in all points) believes that any creature will 
n ﬀer ſeternal puniſhment, Now, if ſo, if hell- fire will ſoften 
Wy all hearts after a limited time, and every being will at laſt be 
.) af made wiſe by puniſhment, and ſo finally happy; how comes it 
that to paſs that none of theſe ſalutary effects begin yet to appear in 
ving the fallen angels? How many thoufands' of years beſide the 


$000 that are paſt, muſt the remedy be applied before it begins 

part to operate? We cannct learn that any ſymptoms yet appear 
1 it's ro evince it's mollifying tendency, and are equally at a loſs 
| to calculate what length of puniſhment will perfe& the cure 
even after it ſhall be begun. Perhaps, however, men tier, 
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that is contrary: to, or a tranſgreſſion of, the law of 


God: for. /in is the: tranſgreſſiom of the law," verſe 4. 
Every thing that is inconſiſtent with the ſtricteſt regard 
to our moral obligations ta God, that implies the leaſt 


diſſaffection to his character or diſobedience to his will. 


It cannot, indeed, be proved that Satan is imme- 
diately acceſſory to every individual ſinful act; but 


every individual act, word, and thought, that is ſinful, 
flows from that depravity of heart which is the conſe- 
duence of our original apoſtacy, in which he was ſa 


inſtrumental; and all ſin is agreeable to his evil nature, 
and promotive of his uſurped dominion over the minds 


of men: therefore ſin is the work of the devi. 
' «© Guilt is alſo the work of the devil; being the in- 


ſeparable conſequence of ſin: and it being agreeable 


to the malignant wiſh of that infernal ſpirit, that others 
ſhould be involved in the ſame obligation to puniſhment 
with himſelf. 5 30 
” Mifery is the natural conſequence of ſin and guilt, 
and may therefore be properly ſtiled the work of the 


devil likewiſe, He tempts mes to fin, that they may 


be partakers of his miſery. Sin and miſery are necei- 


ſarily 


Chriſt ſaid they were of their father the devil) will not require 


long a purgation, and depend upon it if the wicked get a 
fpeedy releaſe from future chaſtiſement, they will not care much 


how long their father lies in torment after them. The ſame 


temper which leads them to make D of the glory of the 
ſupreme being, will lead them to be equally unconcerned about 
the happineſs of derived or created beings, if they are but happy 


themſelves. However, if thoſe devils were real exiſtences and 


not mere metaphors, madneſs, and lunacy, who adjured Chriſt 
not to torment them before their time, they were very much in 


the wrong. It appears probable on the preceding hypotheſis, 


that the inefficacy of their preſent puniſhment is owing to it's 


being ſo ſlight in compariſon of what it will be after the day of 
ut as it cannot be ſuppoſed they have now any real 


Judgment; | | 1 
happineſs, they ſhould rather have prayed to be ſpeedily caſt into 
ſeverer and more efficacious torment, that all might be the ſooner 


over, and that they might come out of the fire holy and happy, 
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AND SATAN 


farily connected. Sin being \a voluntary departure 
from the ſupreme good; he who forſakes the fountain 
of bliſs muſt needs be unhappy: It is impoſſible that 
any derived or created being ſhodld be ſelf- ſufficient to 
his own happineſs; conſequently rational creatures, 
whoſe mental powers were naturally ſufficiently capa- 
cious to take in conceptions of the divine glory, and 


ſatiate themſelves with the infinite fulneſs of the divine 
excellence, muſt neceſſarily be empty and unſatisfied 


without God. If, therefore, they wander from him; 
let them ſeek ſatistaction wherever they will, they are 
ſure to be diſappointed. As all created good muſt be 


leſs when compared with the ſupreme good, than the 


drop of a bucket compared with all the waters of the 
ocean; ſo the whole capacious bed of waters, after 
being exhauſted of all it's moiſture, might ſooner be 
repleniſhed from the ſmalleſt vial, than the extenſive 
powers of a ſoul be filled in reality with mere created 

oud, The nature of God as the ſupreme good, and 


the nature of a ſoul as ſuited to enjoy ſuch a good; 


prove the connexion of ſin and miſery. So the-nature 
of ſin, as diſpoſing eyery ſinner proudly to ſet up him- 
ſelf as the centre of the -univerſe, inſtead of God, 
proves the certainty of this connexion. **'I am,“ ſays 
the proud ſinner, there is none. beſides me; and 
unleſs God and the univerſe would ſay the ſame, his 


native pride and ambition muſt make him unhappy. 


Thus even if God were not to be active in taking ven- 
geance, ſin would make the ſinner miſerable. But God 
is not only the /upreme good, but the ſupreme judge, and 
therefore muſt ſhew himſelf an active enemy to ſin; and 
his all-wiſe and righteous decree has inſeparably con- 
nected ſin and miſery, yea, ſin and death. All the 
miſeries of this life are the fruits of ſin, and ſo the 
works of the devil; and _ „ 
Death is the work of the devil in the ſame manner. 
4 | | = 


they ſhould be happy without him: but when he ſhall 
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In our world among compound creatures who are both 


material and ſpiritual, fin is puniſhed by the death of m 


the Body, or the ſeparation of the body from the ſoul. I an 


Death entered into the world by ſin; and ſo death || wil 
paſſes upon all men, in as much as all have finned. an 


The wages of ſin is death, Rom. v. 23. But death, as 
the juſt puniſhment of fin, reſpects not the body only, | 
but the ſoul alſo. Not that the foul is deprived of it's u. 


_ conſtituent powers, or ſhall ceaſe to be, it continues to || 4,. 
exiſt and will do ſo for ever, and will continue to exer- 3. 


ciſe perception, volition, ſenſation, reflection, and || ,,, 
every mental power. Sinners now can think, can || G, 
chuſe, refuſe, defire, and dread, &c. but they are con 
ſpiritually dead. They are voluntarily ſeparated from He 


| God; wholly alienated from the life of God, Eph. iv. 18. J dig 


This, is ſpiritual death, Eph, ii. 4. A miſerable and con 
criminal ſtate. Sin ſo entirely reigns over them that all. 
they are quite inſenſible of the divine excellence, dead I 91, 
to the honour and ſervice of God; even while ſome of inf 
them pretend to ſerve him, they ſerve him without 
life, without any apprehenfion of, or view to, his 

lory. As yet they feel but little of their miſery ; they 

y to the almighty <* Depart from us,” and they think 


fay, as he ſoon will, « Depart from me, they will 
find their miſery complete indeed. That will be eternal 
death; a death pregnant with eternal horrors. Then 
ſhall they be given up to the ever-burning fire of God's 
anger, and ceaſeleſs gnawings of the everlaſting 
worm, deſpair. Being for ever dead to all that can 
comfort, but alive, molt feelingly alive all over, to 
every ſenſation of anguith, tribulation, and woe. Theſe 
are the works of Satan, and theſe the wages of his ſlaves. 
Sin and guilt, and miſery and death, © 


But let us more particularly attend to the 1 Dll 
e a? 45 
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zoth || and arm of the devil in his works. I mean not ſo 
h of much in his own firſt revolt, as in the introduction of 
ſout. | ſin and guilt, miſery and death, into our world, of 
eath which ſcripture repreſents him as the firſt inſtrument, 
ned. || and as the perpetual promoter of them among mankind, 
1, as The deſign of Satan in this work, or in his tempting - 
only, man to fin, was firſt 20 de/porl man F the divine image, 
fits | and transform him into Satan's own likeneſs, that he might 
es tO become as unlike God as poſſible, and that God might not 
exer- be able to take pleaſure in the conformity of the moral 
and world to the qualities of his own holy nature, When 
can God made man he created him in his own image, which 
are conſiſts in knowledge, righteouſneſs, and true holineſs. 
from | He made man upright, Eccl. vii. 29. It was the higheſt 
v. 18: } dignity of his nature to be intentionally and voluntarily 
e and || conformed to God. He was well acquainted with the 
n that all- perfect character of his Maker, he contemplated it's 
dead I glories with ineffable delight, he viewed the whole as 
me of infinitely amiable, as the perfection of beauty unſullied 
ithout I with a fingle blemiſh. Though ſenſible of the infinite 
o, his I majeſty, power, and dominion of his creator, though 
; they || conſcious that all creation was leſs than nothing before 
think him, he could approach him without any flaviſh dread, 
e ſhall and exult in the beauties of holineſs. Perfect love ex- 
y will I cluded from his breaſt every ſenſation of tormenting 
eternal ¶ fear, though it cheriſhed the moſt profound humility 
Then and reverential awe. What could even a worm of the 
God's I duſt have to fear, from a God whoſe name is love, ſo 
laſting long as it was one in heart and defign with himſelf. As 
at can [God was nothing but what Adam loved him to be, ſo 
ver, to man was nothing but wat God would have him to be. 
Theſe He was indeed limited and dependant, he could not 
; flaves. but be ſo, and be was perfectly willing to own it. He 
made it his boaſt that God was his all; he found it his 
\£51Gx Pliſs to be wholly devoted to God, God who beheld 
Lud FFT!!! I 
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his heart, ſaw it a miniature picture of his own. What 
God will'd he will'd; what God delighted in was 
his delight; what God forbade he abborred. And 
this pleaſed Jehovah to ſee the living image of himſelf; 
he delighted in the conformity of the moral world to the 
holy excellencies of his own nature. But the deſign of 
Satan was to deſpoil man of the divine image, that God 
might ſee no reſemblance of bimſelf in * creature, 
that God, might loathe the work of his own hands, 
that the whole moral world might give no pleaſure to it's 
maker, but that God might view it with diſguſt and 
abhorrence, and that it might grieve him at his heart 
that .ever he made a ſecond claſs of rational creatures. 
Satan well knew that God is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity, and he wiſhed that the human race might be 
ſodeformed with ſin, that God might never behold this 
world with pleaſure any more. His deſign was to 
transform man into.his own image, that he might trans- 
mit that image to all his poſterity; and he ſucceeded ſo 
far as to rob our firſt father of his original purity, the 
crown of innocence and holineſs fell from his head, his 
robe of righteouſneſs was defiled and ſtripped off from 
his ſoul, his moral character ruined and loft, and all 
ſpiritual beauty turned into deformity. We read of his 
{on, from whom we all deſcended, that he begat him in bis 
daun likeneſs after his own image, Gen. v. 3. And all of 
us were born in fin, . conceived in iniquity, and by 
nature are wholly unlike God; reſembling the devil in 
Tide and rebellion, and being like the beaſts that periſh 
ja ſtupidity and ſenſuality ; while Satan, ſtill purſuing a 
ſimilar deſign, is continually tempting men to plunge 
themſelves deeper in fin, that he may make them as un- 
like God as poſſible. And had not infinite wiſdom pro. 
vided means to fruſtrate the ſcheme of the devil, and 
diſappoint him of his deſued end, by the manifeſtation 
gf the Son of God, the haly eye of God could _ 
| ave 
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race any more; he muſt have caſt us out of his ſight 
into the pit of darkneſs, or really and literally repented 
that he made man upon the earth, as he appeared to do, 
when the wickednefs of man was ſo great in the earth, 
that it provoked him to deſtroy almoſt the whole ſpecies 
with a flood. For it is only in conſequence of Chriſt's 
redemption that any are reſtored to the image of God. 


have glanced with pleaſure and favour upon the human 


All thoſe, who in any age have loved and reſembled the 


divine purity, were God's workmanſhip created anew 
in Chriſt Jeſus, Eph. ii, 10. | Satan's end has been glo- 
riouſly-defeated, but that alters not the native tendency 
of fin, which it is our preſent buſineſs to inveſtigate 
a, EE ( 
\ The devil, in his firſt attack upon the parents of our 
face, had this farther deſign in view, o rob God of the 
ewhole revenue of his glory, and entirely diſappoint him 

bis end in creating our world, The nobleſt end of God, 
in all his works, is his own glory. It was neceſſary to 


anſwer that end, that his nature ſhould appear in his 


62. 


works, That the creation in general ſhould ſhew forth 


his natural perfections, and that the rational creation 
eſpecially ſhould diſplay his moral excellencies. All 
nature manifeſted infinite power and ſkill ;' the regular 
execution of nature's laws, the ſucceſſion of days and 
nights, and ſeaſons and years; the various order! 
changes in heaven above, and earth below, proved h 

infinite dominion; the proviſion of daily food for all 
the animal world diſcovered infinite goodneſs; but as 


man alone was capable of imitating his maker, of fear- 


ing, loving, reſembling, and voluntarily obeying bim; 


ſo he alone was capable of diſcerning - his glory. He 


only could perceive the traces of his ſkill, the exertions 


[of his power, the manifeſtations of his goodneſs, ſo a8 


by the things that were _ to attain the knowledge ot 


-- S 
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dme eternal power and godhead of Jehovah. He was 


made wiſer than the birds of the air or the beaſts of the 
field, Job xxxv. 11. He was God's feward, and the 
creat ion's high 228 He, was deſigned to collect the 
tribute of praiſe from all this lower world and bring it 
into God's treaſury, No inferior creature could glorify 
God intentionally. 'The ſun was incapable of knowing 
it's own brightneſs or it's maker's ſuperior glory. The 
earth ſaw not the beauty of it's own verdure, and was 
unconſcious of the influence that cauſed it. The 
animals received from him their daily food, but could 
neither know him nor enquire after him. The birds, 
while warbling forth his praiſe, underſtood not the im- 
port of their melody. Man only was capacitated to 
receive God's rents (if I may be allowed the expreſſion) 
and to paꝝ them in to him. There was no other rational 
inhabitant᷑ of the globe to ſuſtain this honourable office. 


If man was but rendered blind to the divine beauty and 


glory, it muſt be wholly undiſcerned, though manifeſted 
an fuch multiform productions; if he ſhould be ſunk 
into baſe ingratitude, no tribute of thankfulneſs would 
be received at all from this world. He only was en- 
dowed with a natural capacity to perceive God's deſign 
in all his works; he only was capable of concurring 
with that defign in a voluntary way. If therefore man 
was perverted, this whole world was loſt, the fix days 
labour were in vain, all was waſted and thrown away, 
Such was the natural conſequence of man's apoſtacy, 
and doubtleſs this was Satan's with and crafty aim, 

wholly to diſappoint God of his end in giving birth to 
this lower creation. That as fin would make God /oazthe 
the moral world, ſo he might in a manner 4% the natural 

world, there being nohody to ſee or own the manifeſta- 
tions of his glory therein. 5 | 


' 


Bt let us endeavour to carry the reſearch ill farther, 
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und we ſhall find that the firſt ſeducer of mankind at- 


tempted 10 introduce diſorder, confuſion, anarchy, and (3.) 


rebellion into every part of the uniwerſe. The great Je- 
hovah 1s not only the author and owner of the univerſe, 
but he muſt neceſſarily be the moral gowernor of the 
whole rational creation. He is every way -worthy of 
that character, and he cannot but aſſert it as his due. 
He does not aſſume it in an arbitrary manner, merely 
becauſe he is the ſtrongeſt and chuſes to be obeyed ; but 
it would be inconſiſtent with his knowledge of, and 
regard for his own nature to reſign his claim, Beſides, 
the good of the univerſe requires this, as truly as the 
divine glory, that God ſhould act as it's moral go- 
vernor. It is impoſſible that any order or harmony 
ſhould ſubſiſt among created intelligences unleſs they are 
united as it were in one common centre.“ There is no 
ſuppoſable plan of univerſal union and happineſs but 

WO FP PL te at nr ds per hn BÞ 
God is the grand centre of the moral world. He is all and 
infinitely more to the moral world, that the ſun is to our ſyſtem 
in the natural world. I he law of attraction in the world of nature 
reſembles holy love to God and our neighbour in the moral world. 
The ſame principle by which bodies are drawn toward the ſun 
in the centre of our ſyſtem, attracts them in an inferior degree to 
each other: the ſame virtue which conſiſts in good - will to bei 
in general, teaches us to love the ſupreme being ſupremely, a 
to love all other beings ſubordinately, vnleſs they are known to be 
irreconcilably oppoſed to him. All bodies gravitate toward the 
centre, but in certain ſituations they are repelled from it; and 
from the exact combination of theſe two contrary principles of 
gravitation and repulſion, philoſophers account for the regular 
motion of the plaretary bodies round the ſun : Holy kwe, like the 
ꝓrinciple of gravitation, atti acts us to our divine centre; @ſ- 


pecially in a conformity to his moral attributes: Holy fear, like 
the principle of repulſien, drives us back from all 1mpious at- 


tempts to compare with God's natural perfections: and where | 


theſe two principles are equally uo, ey and entirely rule, 
the ſoul will never vary from the line of duty, but regularly 
fulfil with ſweet activity, the circuit of obedience. Sin is the 
violation of theſe holy rules. Every violation of the moral law 
is infinitely criminal, as the tendency of tin, is infinitely more 
dreadful than the deſtruction of the laws of nature, and t * 
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14 ; 'C HRI 8 T MANIA n | 
that very plan laid down in God's moral law. That 


law which ſummarily. demands ſupreme love to the 


infinice - ſupreme being, and univerſal love to all 
created: beings. That is the moſt perfect and indeed 
the only ſcheme: that infinite wiſdom could form for 


the government of that extenſive empire which com- 


prehends all rational beings in heaven and earth. It is 
abſolutely impoſſible to form any conſiſtent idea of the 
divine dominion over intelligent creatures being main- 
ained, to the advancement of God's glory, and the 
of the ſolar ſyſtem :- to fly off from the ſun, would be to ruſn 


imto eternal froſt and darkneſs; to run into it, would be to fall 


into conſuming fire: ſo to depart from God is to forſake the 


ſource of moral light and mental bliſs; to affect equality with 


him, or forget our natural diſtance from him, is to ruſh into the 
flames of his burning wrath. For an . to ſtop it's regular 
courſe, might produce the maſt awful conſequences; but how 

itely criminal muſt it be for a created intelligence to fcorn 


the great ſupreme, ſet up for independency on him, and inſtead 


of treating him as the author, proprietor, and moral centre of 


the univerſe, to aſſume to itſelf what. can belong to him alone, 


 faying, in effect, I am, and there is none beſides me. 


Suppoſe, for mere illuſtration's ſake, the ſolar ſyſtem to re · 
preſent the entire univerſe----ſuppoſe all the material «frame 
poſſeſſed of conſciouſneſs, and capable cf deſign---ſuppoſe the 
well-being of the whole and of every part to depend — it really 
does) upon the regular and conſtant obſervation of the laws of at- 
traction, gravitation and repulſion, already mentioned---ſuppoſe 
the fun in the centre to contain more matter than all the other 
bodies -united---let the other bodies be capable of a defigned 


violation of theſe laws - and put the queſtion in this caſe, What 


if the planet Jupiter ſhould begin to ſcorn the keeping it's uniform 
circuit round the ſun, and comparing itſelf therewith, ſhould 
affect a proud equality, and determine, I vill continue this 
dull tedious round no longer, I account myſelf worthy to be the 
centre of the ſyſtem, here then I reſt, and let the ſun and all the 
planets take their circuit round me accordingly. What incon- 


_ ceivable confuſion muſt ariſe from this reſolution ?---And if the 


\ 


other planets could be informed of this example, would they 
not have equal right to follow it? Saturn, or Mars, or the earth, 
might, by the ſame rule, ſtop their courſe, and ſetup for centre- 
ſhip: and why not Venus and Mercury too? yea, why not any 
or all the moons? and ſuppoſing every conſtituent atom poſſeiſed 
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higheſt happineſs of all his obedient ſubjects, but upon 
this foundation. The more thoroughly this poſition. is 
examined, the more conſpicuous and ſelf-evident will 
the truth of it appear. There is no other plan deviſable 
to regulate, connect, harmonize, and govern the moral 
world. Conſequently the violation of this law muſt 
have a native tendency to ſubvert all order and harmony. 
When Satan, in. the world above, ſeduced ſo large a 
number of the angelic hoſt from their allegiance to 
of a capacity of. intelligence, and ſeized with the ſame phrenzy 
of independence; each atom in our globe, or wy other N 
might contend for the central point, that while the whole body 
moved on it's own axis, other atoms might be exterior, and re- 
volve round that atom, and not that atom round ſome other, 
If, then, according to this ſuppoſition, any part of the materiat 
world were capable of ſuch a deſign, whether it were a ſecondary 
planet, or a primary, or a ſingle atom, how worthy would it be 
that the whole ſyſtem ſhould ſide againſt it, the firſt moment 
that it's diſpoſition was diſcovered ; how worthy to be eternally 
expelled from all benefit of the ſolar influence, and to be deteſted 
by the entire ſyſtem,. as harbouring a diſpoſition, which, if it 
ſhould be tolerated and become general, would neceſſarily brin 
on infinite confuſion and entire ruin, would break all the moit 
important connexions between world and world; yea, would 
crumble each planet into diſcordant atoms, and involve the 
univerſe in one eternal war; deſtroying all beauty and concord, 
and turning it into an everlaſting chaos. eee e 
Suppaſe, alſo, one entire planet to unite in this rebellion; 
would it be any excuſe to plead that it's conſtituent atoms re- 
mained united among themſelves? or, that though it had ſtopped 
it's annual round, it continued it's diurnal rotation? yet would 
not ſuch a plea reſemble theirs, who place the eſſence of virtue 
in benevolence to their fellow - creatures, while they wholly 
riegle& the ſupreme being? e re 
- 'The above repreſentation'may, in ſome meaſure, illuſtrate the 
nature and evil of ſin. But as all compariſons muſt be defective on 
ſuch a ſubject, ſo herein there is this notorious deficiency, there 


is no ſort of proportion between the centre of our ſyitem, and 


the centre of the moral world: the fupreme uncreated being is 
not barely greater than all created being colte&ivelyz but all 
coo being is, when compared with him, only as a ſingle unit 
to infinity: he alfo is the fole author, proprietor, preferver, 
benefaQor, ruler, and judge of the univerſe. :'Theſe conſfidera- 
tions make the evil of tin infinitely too great for any illuſtration 
convey an adequate idea of it, | 


— 


ms OR —— —— 


* 
© 5 
1 
' / 

F139 

4k; 

7 4 
k 1 
11 

' A 

. | 

[1 25 
bt 
bi 1 

1 

Bk | 
3 
. . 
# 

21 
1 N 

Ft 

«4 

my, 

* 


A 


18 CHRIST MANIFESTED, 


their maker, and afterwards drew man into a ſimilar 


revolt, his aim was entirely to diſband God's empire: 


and had his power been equal to his malice, .he would 


have ſpread diſcord, rebellion, and ruin through the 


univerſe: he would have perſuaded the whole creation 


to throw off the government of the deity, deſpiſe his, 


ſupreme authority, diſregard his holy will, and thus 
mad anarchy and lawleſs confuſion would have pre- 
vailed, each ſetting up his own will as his own law, af- 
fecting independency of God, and violating the only 
ties of mutual concord between the creature. 


1 


But to whatever height the pride and unbelief of 
Satan might originally aſpire, when he firſt revolted 


from God, his awful fall from heavenly happineſs would 


(4) 


ſurely convince him at leaſt of divine omaipotence : 
he had felt fo ſeverely the infinite force of almighty 
power, that he could not but expect Jehovah would be 
too ſtrong for all his enemies. Be it ſo. He knew alſa 


that God accounted it his glory to reign over hearts. 


But the devil's aim in the ſeduction of mankind was 


to dethrone God from the heart, and to leave him only to 


rule by power, while he himſelf reigned there by choice. 


If we may conſider the tendency of the devil's. works 


as interpretative of his inward ſentiments and deſires, 
this was Joubtleſs the language of his wiſnes, Let 


the Almighty, if it be poſſible for me to effect it, have 


as the ſtrongeſt being, I may boaſt of having been too 


no willing ſubject left in all his dominions: at leaſt, 
though I could not prevail with my former aſſociates in 
heaven, thoſe angels who refuſed to join my grand con- 


ſpiracy 3 I hope to ſucceed on earth, and if I can but 
once get poſſeſſion of the human heart, to keep my do- 


minion there for ever. Then, though God may poſſibly, 
by dint of mere power, get himſelf ſome ſort of honour 


ſabtil for him; and while he aſſerts an empty right of 


" TM dominion, 
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dominion,” I ſhall rule in fact, and be the elected king 

and god of this world. Thus he flattered himſelf that 

God ſhould have no more glory than what he could ger, 

for apoſtate man, under the influence of a carnal mind, 

would give him none. And as he could form no ideen 
of the manner in which ſinners might be brought back 

to God, he truſted that he ſhould maintain his uſurped 
dominion over them for ever; that they ſhould all con- 

tinue his willing vaſſals, to do his drudgery, and own 

him as their choſen ruler, ſo that they ſhould never 
deſignedly comply with the will of God, never more 05 
act in unity of intention with him; it was his earneſt 

deſire and hope that God might never more have a 
voluntary :ſubje&, nor one free act of obedience per- 
formed for him in this world; OOO 


f l 5 . 
"7 1 N . 2 7 8 : «PP 34.5 iy 41 4 ; 
But when Satan and his angels re led, they found 


that the wages of ſin were death; when man rebelled 


alſo he demerited the ſelf-ſame doom. Death was 
equally due and equally. threatened. _ The honour. of 
the divine law, the ſupport of God's moral government, 


the conſiſtency of his character, the immutability of 
his nature, his holineſs, juſtice, and veracity, all re- 
quired the ſinners death. What then would the great 
ehovah do in ſuch a caſe ? Satan could not form a con- 
ecture of any alternative but God's diſhonour or man's 
leſtruction. Either of theſe wauld have been agteeable 


to the malicious views of the devil. It was his defire 
ither to oblige the Almighty. to abdicate his throne, and (5. ) 
become the ſervant of his rebellious creatures; or otherwiſe ts 

eave him nothing elſe to do, but ta puniſh and 255 be 

work of his own hands, If, on the one hand, fir "on d 

de ſuffered to go unpuniſhed, the law is virtually re- 

dealed; God muſt lay down his government, and at 1 
aſt tacitly confeſs that the throne was not his right; 


that he had been 190 jt jn the former requirement, | 
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as CHRIST manircered, | 


| roo ſevere in the penal ſanction of bis law ; and; Gonſt- 
quently, that Satan's expulſion from heaven fot one fin, 


was kighly injurious. Farewell to all conſiſtency 
of character, if the divine Being can puniſh the 


| breach ef bis law, as infinitely evil in one caſe, 


and yet connive at it in another: this would make it 
evident, that bis ſevetity againſt the fallen angels was 


dhe effect of tyrannic cruelty, and not of ſtrict impartial 
juſtice. Could this once be proved to be the caſe, the 


moſt, hitter ingredient: of. Satan's puniſhment would be 
removed, his heart: felt conſeiouſneſs of guilt. His in- 
dignant ſenſe of ill · uſage would then enable his haughty 


I pixit to defy the wrath of an almighty tyrant. He would 


ſmile in the midſt of all his torments, to ſee him who 
once refuſed to give up a tittle of his rights in favour of 
finning angels; now ſet the law aſide in favour of a 
meaner race of creatures, falfify his word, give up his 
dominion, vacate his throne, and virtually acknowledge 
that there was no king in the univerſe, (at leaſt not in 
our world) but that every man was at liberty to do what 
Was right in his o-] eyes. All Which would moſt 
ſtrongly imply a practical denial of God's abſolute per- 
ſection and infinite lovelineſs and glory, that is, a denial 
of his real divinity.“ And if God ſhould not only for- 
dear to puniſi man, but grant him an eäfiet law, or re- 
leaſe him from all obligation to obey, 'and-MIll preſerve 
him, protect him, and do bim good; this would be for 
God to become a ſeryant to his own rebellious ſubjects, 


Fes, a ſervant to thoſe who had voluntarily choſen Satan 


for their lord and ruler; and what would be fo inf nitely 
ignominious to the deity as this, to become ſubſervient 
to the bond-flaves of Satan, his avowed foe.” 
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1 See ſuch ſentiments; as. theſe repreſented with admirable 
. clearneſs.and force in Bellamy's Eſſay. on the Nature and Glory 


. of rhe Goſpel, p. 21, 22, 23. 0 that T could fee his Sermon n 


tbe great Evil of Sin! 
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the work of his own hands almoſt as ſoon as created. 


volved in t 
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On the or her hand, if the mi ioeld be continued 
in full force, and executed with Inipartial ſeverity, what 
an awful idea of God muſt his ereatares conceive," to 
ſee him go on to damn world after world z deſtroying 


But it was Satan's wiſh; that if the king of heaven ind 
earth would be fo ſtrict as to paniſh: every fin eternaly, 
he might have nothing elſe to de but to condemn” and _. 
execute the whole rational etention. \ He inticed man o 
fin, hopi pag ep he and all 'his*poſtei rity would be in- 
ſame puniſhment with im elf. 80 chat 
if the whole world — been Narr to death; Satan 
would have had his wiſh therein. The righteous pu- 
niſhment'of: mankind would in this view have been the 
ratification” of the devil. Vet God ſeemed bound in 
nour to execute the ſentence of the law, th 
ſo doing he would have pleaſed his inbeterate enemy, 
and have granted his malicious aim. Thus death ben 
came ſubſervient to Satan's and ful filled his v will 
as though it had been his rs And thus, wheth 
the law were repealed or inforecd;” the devil would 
way or other gain a triamph, either b eier 
deity, or the miſery and ruin of — But, there- 
fore, was the Son-of God maniſeſted in the fleſh, there- 
fore he took part of their nature; that, through his own 
death, he might deſtroy: him whe had the power of 
death, that is, the devil, Heb. ii, 14. He has fall 
folved the difficulty; he has united God's | higheſt glory 
with the trueſt, hickeſt, deareſt intereſts of man: but 
this we are to confider and illuſtrate under the ſecond 


f general head. We muſt firſt proceed a little farther in 


(vor our the wabuiey' and aim of the works: of the 
Evil. . * let 3 ae enn enn 


It has bein ebajatiured, Hot- andy; that Satan's 


own fall was more immediately oceaſioned by 6-4-4 of 


T7 w% Nen e 
bo bee Bellamy on the Nature and * of the Goſpel, p. 6, 7. 
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giction or previous intimation of Chriſt's. ebenes, 
pride peculiarly roſe againſt the 80 of 
God, upon the pro — of his being made a little lower 
than the angels, an yet having all dominion in heaven 


and. earth. a ſo, it is not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
| the ſame: motive might excite his attack upon aur 
race; and, certainly it is by no means incongruous to 


his after conduct, to believe it was from the firſt, his 


(6.) expreſs deſign, 0  Supplant-the Son of Cod, keeps poſſeſſion 


uh hig-inheritauce and patrimony, or oblige him to furſate 
and deſtroy it. Perhaps (then 1 ſay) he had; heed be- 
and, what we are ſure he knew ſomething of very 
oon after the fall of Adam, that a deſign was formed 
ſor God the Son to become incarnate, to be ſor a while 
inhabitant of this earthly globe, to ſet up a peculiar 
His 5 here, and unite mankind to himſelf in the 
bonds of eternal friendſhip. But whatever previous in- 


timation he might have of the fad, he certainly could 
not penetrate into the extenſive az/ign of Chriſt's incar- 


nation beforehand, The inſpired prophets who, for a 
ſucceſſion of ages after the fall, delivered thoſe 
ns of the ſufferings of Chriſt, and the glory 


_ that ſhould follow, 1 Pet. 1. II. that now appear ſo 


ain to us, tho' they en and ſearched diligently 
into the plan of ſalvation, (verſe 10.) were aware that 
their teſtimony. would be much better underſtood by 


their brethren who ſhould live aſter the accompliſhment 


of their prophecies, than it. was by themſelves: it was 
revealed to them, that they miniſtered the things now 
reported in the goſpel not ſo. much. unto 1 as 
unto. us, (verſe 12.) And it even appears, that the 
holy angelt themſelves, who ſo intenſely deſired to look 
into theſe things, could only underſtand the delightful 
myſteries of redemption, as God gradually unfolded 
them by the delivery, and eſpecially by the fulfilment 
of * „ There * be no mne 
den 
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then in the ſuppoſition, that che devil, though he was 
acquainted with che intention of the hn, of God to 
aſſume out nature, might be ſo. ignorant of the deſign 

of infinite wiſdom therein as to hope, that by ſeducing 
man ta ſin, he ſhould prevent the incarnatibn itſeli, or 


at leaſtdefeatithe end of it. He was ſo fiupid longiaftery / 


when: Chriſt actually came into the world 48 0 form; 
excite}, and ptomote the plot: of them that ſaid, This is 
the heir, det us kill him, and the 1nhencance'ſhatl-be{ 
ours, Luke xx. 14. though; the death of Chriſt was des 
ſigned to be, as itreally proved, the total ruin of Satan's' 
kingdom. Can we then ſind any difficulty an-accounting? 
for his acting under the influence of the ſame temper from 
the firſt. If any intimation was given to the — 
hoſts, that the uncreated Son of God ſhould, in due 
time, unite himſelf to a created nature of the loweſt, 
rank of:rational-exiftences; and therein be conſtituted 
the Head of a glorious: kingdom which he ſhould erect, 
to the vaſt diſplay of the divine glory, and the unſpeak - 
able advantage of all his creatures that ſhould approre 
of this plan, which infinite wiſdom had deviſed, as the 
beſt means to enable intelligent creatures to make the 
moſt rapid progreſs in knowledge, humility, love, and 
joy, through eternal ages; if Satan diſliked this plan) 
and by his proud refuſal of ſubmiſſion to the Son of 
God on account of his future incarnation, deſervedly 
procured tlie expulſion of himſelf and his adherents 
from heaven; does it not ſeem probable, that he made 
his attack upon qur firſt parents with the ſame ſpirit of 
oppoſition to the Son of God? If Adam ſinned, human. 
nature would be univerſally depraved, and it required 
more than the intelle& of Lucifer to know before hand 
how. Chriſt could be born of a finful woman, and yet 
be himſelf free from ſin. And if that were poſſible, yet 
who could expect or imagine that the Son of God auc 
become ou brother to a race of ſinners? And yy at 
BF > ore 
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fort of an inheritanoe would he have among men, when 
.al mankind were become corrupt and depraved im e .. 
- af their ſouls ? It had been deſigned, that the 
— Immanuel ſhould be heir of | things; but 
an aimed to ſpoil his heritage, he attempted to ſeize 
| upon it aud take it ſor his own poſſeſſion, that he might 
make Chriſt's. garden a den of dragons, the habitation 
of devils. for ever; unleſs the Son of God ſhould be fo 
| provoked-as rather to deſtroy the firſt pair, put an end 
to the ſpecies, and keep an e 1 55 globe, without a 
rational 1nbabitant; - How wopld the devil begin to 
wound- when he found he chad- prevailed a ainſt our 
unhappy parents. 4 Now,“ khought Re, . the Son of 
God is —— of his pattimony z this earth} from 
whence the vacant ſeats wf my aſſociates were to ba ſup- 
lied, ſhall either itſelf become our abode, and if pre- 
rved at all, be pteſetved for us; or if the almighty 
monarch chuſes ta deſtroy this globe rather than leave 
it to our government, I ſhall at Real have the pleaſure 
to think I obliged him to abandon and conſume the 
new · made world, which he had promiĩſed to his Son for 
an inheritance. Or upon ithe ſuppoſition that God 
might have deſtroyed Adam and Eve, and have ereated 
a new pair 10 repleniſh the earth with rational inhabi- 
tants.afreſh, might not Satan have had room to flatter 
himſelf with an ion of equal ſucceſs in an attack 
upon them: or if not, yet at 5 he would have had 
room ta boaſt, that in ane inſtance he had been too ſubtil 
for the. Almighty, and had prexailed by enbegaind 1 
great Eternal, who n him by power. 


It is true Satan might have ſome alarming ſears leaf 
infinite wiſdom RE Vi po it bly contrive a method of re- 


demption, but the ſchene by which ſalvation \ was really 

to be effected, was fo profoundly myſterious, ſo deep! 

hid i in the heatt of * that even hiv brighteNt 1 inte b 
gences 


* 
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gences in heaven could form no farther gueſs at the plan; 

than juſt ſo far as God gracioully pleaſed to reveal it; 

No wonder then that pride and unbelief ſhould ſo 
blind the blaſted underſtanding of the devil as to induce 

him to hope for ſucceſs. We may ſafely believe there: 
fore that ĩt was his aim 10 ſet all the perfection of God at (.) 
varianct, '/o that God muff eit ber alter bis plan of governs 
ment and become inconſiſtent «with himſelf; or elſe forego 

the execution of his faudurite agu with which he had 
pleaſed himſelf from eternity.” This was the apparent and 
natural "tendency "of -the works of the devil. And 
nothing but the manifeſtation of the Son of God, 
ſpoken of in the text, could prevent this effect. Be it 
remembered on the o hand, that the law which was 
given to man as the rule of his obedience, and which 

Satan inſtigated him to 'tranſgreſs,” was founded on the 

very nature of God: and that ſin ſtrongly implied a 

direct denial of the abſolute perfection of the divine 
character, and of God's rightful claim to ſupreme do- 
minion, both of which the law aſſerted and eſtabliſhed. 
Remember, at the ſame time, on the ober hand, that 

when the earth was created all the ſons of God had 

ſang for joy, Job xxxVIIi. 7. to behold the ſtage of ac- 

tion where their maker ſhould exhibit the moſt ſtriking 
evidences of his gbod-will to his creatures, and whe 

he ſhould exteute the plan he had formed to get the 
higheft glory from ereatures of the Þowveft rank.” But if 

thoſe creatures Were drawn into fin; che divine holineſs, 
juſtice; and veraeity would unitedly demand their de: 
ſcruction. Aud however mercy tight plead for mi- 
ſerable men, how could juſtice be ſatisfied, law be 
honoured, and the character of God be preſerved in- 
violably and *unalterably' the ſame; if they were ex 
empted from that puniſhment which their crimes de- 
ſerved,” and Which had been formerly inflicted with un- 
relenting rigout on beings of a ſuperior order? 1 


r KSS 8 284 


— 


nee eee eee @ SM YL 


1 MAG DJ alt he 7c: . l t 7 
mand.” Wy FN 23 nds 8 ; 2 ee e e ot wi Ao ee eee RAR 
g Mes ei be ey he R 4 3 „„ K n W , nn. * * $2244 * S ets * 
4 1 + * x A * L . T * 1 1 #4 8 o 
, arts at «aff E Fog 4 1 NN 8) FE ta AMEN ea ET . 2 wo 1 ane N 
ä IE Ce I TE OO non abi 3p 1 ig A NT V 
8 A N ON | „5 
- Mee M) . 2 . 
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God muſt give up his azv# chard&irs: or he muſt give 5 
mankind, He mult alter che plan «of government he had 
originally laid down, and engaged to abide by; or 
abandon his delights; which had been with the children 
of men, and reverſe: his decrees in their favour: ' Such 
appeared to be the ſtate of the caſe: and it was hoped no 
method could ever reconcile his jarring attributes: but 
that ſome blemiſh muſt be allowed in his former cha- 
_ raſter; ſome defect in his plan; or one pretended ex- 
cellence would controul or wound another; one part of 
his ſcheme would defeat the other. All men, notwith- 
ſtanding God's purpoſes of grace, muſt be involved in 
the condemnation of the devil; or God be chargeable 
with partiality, and inconkitency, and: with * to 
objects unworthy of himſel.. 


Thus an attempt has been made to Palas out abs . 
| and tendency of the works of the devil, and to diſcover 


his wicked end and 2 -n wry 1 would er to 
thew, | 4 01 05 of 


3 How THE MANIFESTATION or Tus Sox or 
Gop HAS ANSWERED THIS GLORIOUS. PURPOSE or 
DESTROYING THE WORKS or THE DEVIL, 18 | 


„For this purpoſe the Son of God was "manifeſted i in 
th incarnation and it's glorious conſequences. He was 
mauifeſted in the fleſh ;- he appeared as the great Imma - 
nuél, Matth. i. 23. as. God in our nature. The word 
was made fleſh and dwelt among us, though ſtill his 
| glory, viſibly appears to be the glory of the only begotten 
of the Father, John i. 14. Being originally in the 
form of God, he thought it not robbery to be equal 

with God: but.he 3 made bimſelf of no re- 


putation, and took upon him the form of a ſervant, and 
was made in the likeneſs of men; and found in faſhion 
gs 175 man, Phil ii. 6-8. Had he been a mere creature, 
his taking upon him the form of a | Jervant, could _ 
Kya 79 en 
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been no inſtance of his humility; 1. ſince a creature cantch 
Farly and lawfully aſſume any other form; but his prior 
exiſtence as the eternal word, John 1, 1. the brightneſs 
of his Father's glory and the expreſs image of bis 
erſon, Heb. 1. 3. renders his condeſcenſion worthy of 
infinite and eternal admiration. And even in his ſtate 
of humiliation, while he was manifeſted to be really 
and truly man, he gave alſo molt plain and indiſputable 
evidence that he was truly and really God. His perſon, | 
170 character, and deſigns were manifeſted in 
15 OBEDIENCE, SUFFERINGS, and $ATISPACTIO p 
In all he did, and taught, and ſuffered here below, v 
manifeſted Ks own as well as his F ather's nature, and 
unfolded the gracious purpoſes of his own and his 
Father's heart. The ſame manifeſtation is farther made 
in his plorious GOSPEL, and it's exceeding great and 
precious PROMISES; and alſo in his holy ORDI- 
NANCES, The whole of his exemplary conduct, or the 
bleſſed ypaTTERN Which he ſet before his people, that 
they | ſhould follow his ſteps; and the excellent ps E. 


| b int he has given to his followers, have manifeſte 


is infinite purity and holineſs, And from age'to age 

he i is manifeſted in his pOWER and HA CE in his deal- 
ings with all true believers; being manifeſted to every 
regenerate ſoul by that internal and ſupernatural light 
which 1s imparted by his Hor y Spi, by whoſe gra- 
cious influences and heart - felt energy alone, all theſe pre- 
vious manifeſtations are rendered ee to every 
one of his ele. _ 

But the principal object here | in, view is to thew 
bow the manifeſtation of the Son of God, which is 
made in hig incarnation, obedience, ſufferings, ſatis- 
faction, an interceſfon; in his goſpel, and it's pro; 
miſes and ordinances ; in his pattern and precepts ; in 
his power and grace, and by his HOLY SPIRIT; has 
a plain, ale „ and ponerful nn to deftroy = 

| works 
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wn. 


works of the devil ; admirably counteraRtin , and plo- 


* 

| 

1 

1 
1 

| 
* 


riouſly defeating the pes1GNs and Alus of Satan, as wh 
they were briefly repreſented in the former part of the B 
Sane... „„ hi 

To this purpoſe I may obſerve, in the firſt place, that in 
the manifeſtation of the Son of God is calculated to le 


(1.) deſtroy the works of the devil, as he has rendered all the pl 
ber fections of Deity more gloriouſly, and yet more familiarly 4 
wifible, All fin implies a denial of the glorious perfec- of 

tion and infinite lovelineſs of the divine character. It to 

is the aim of Satan to hide and obſcure the glory of d 
God. He could wiſh that God ſhould be treated as an be 
unknown, or an unlovely being: that his creatures Fe 
might diſregard him, or be wholly diſaffected to him: ar 

that they might utterly diſown him; or if they allowed H 

his exiſtence, and profeſſed any regard to him, they I 
might form the groſſeſt misconceptions of him. Hence 511 
thoſe who profeſſed themſelves to be wiſe among the hi 
ancient heathen, became ſuch fools, as to change the W 
glory of the uncorruptible God, into an image made like fu 
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to corruptible man, and to birds, and four - footed 15 
beaſts, and creeping things, Rom. i. 22, 23. And / 
now though heathen darkneſs is diſpelled,. yet the unre- in 
generate world are ſtill vain in their imaginations, and or 
form to themſelves idols after their own underſtandings, er 
Hoſ. xiii. 2. Revelation has forced upon them ſome * 


right ideas of God's natural perfections, but they are ſh 
uite blind to the beauty of his moral perfections. They 2 
o not think that God is like a bull or a ſerpent, but 4 
they think he is like a ſinner: that he is altogether ſuch 
a one as themſelves, Pſ. I. 21. that he will connive at 


| fin: that he is an unconcerned ſpectator of their crimes : G 
chat he is regardleſs of his own honour, and glory, &c. = 


Or otherwiſe they miſ-repreſent him as an auſtere ““ 
maſter ; they ſurmiſe that he is cruelly ſevere and un- 
jullly rigorous, Thus they either treat him as all fe- W; 
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verity without mercy, or as all weakneſs without juſtice, 
But now the only begotten of the Father hath revealed 
him in all his glory, he hath repreſented him as being 
indeed a God all o'er,” of conſummate” excel- 
lence, and „ abſolute” perfection unſullied with a fingle 
blemiſh, full · orbed' with heavenly glory without any | 
defect, in his whole round of rays complete“ No 
one attribute is concealed or maimed, all are diſcovered 
to view, and that in their higheſt luſtre. Yea not only 
does the goſpel re&4ify the erroneous ideas of /inners, 
but it abundantly rai/es the nobleſt ideas of angels. 
For God has diſcovered more of his glory in the perſon 
and redemption of Chriſt, than in all his other works. 
Here he has made the brighteſt poſſible exhibition of 
himſelf, and rendered every quality of his nature moſt 
illuſtriouſly conſpicuous. His greatneſs and excellence, 
his ſovereignty, his holineſs, his juſtice, his mercy, his 
wiſdom and truth, are all repreſented in the cleareſt, 
fulleſt, and moſt ſtriking manner. And yet while they 
are made more gloriouſly viſible, they are rendered more 
familiar. His glory is more fully diſcerned, and yet 
in ſuch a way as not to dazzle and confound our fight, 
or to injure our faculties. All being attempered to 
created capacities, and alſo repreſented in the moſt. 
endearing way to creatures; in that, thoſe perfections 
ſhine forth in and through HIM who ſubſiſts in a created 
nature, and who aſſumed that nature for the moſt gene- 
volent purpoſes. | e 


This leads me farther to obſerve, that the Son of 


God being manifeſted in the fleſh, he has thereby united (2.) 


created being and the ſupreme being by the cloſeſt tie, and 
given the moſt affecting and inconteſtible proof of God's 
regard to created intelligences of the loweſt rank, There 
muſt neceſſarily be an infinite diſtance between God and 
creatures. But the aim of * and the tendency of 

92 : fin 
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100 impiouſly aim at independence upon God, affecling 


to imitate and rival his natural perteQions ; or elſe to 


be Q97 actions, and to call us to an account for our 
behaviour: or otherwiſe he would excite diſcouraging 


Rich and lofty a one, he can condeſcend to the low 
eltate of his creatures; yea, he can condeicend to the 
very loweſt claſs of intellectual beings, to thoſe who 
dwell in houſes of clay, and that even aſter they had 
rebelled againſt him, and debaſed themſelves unto hell. 
And not only could God condeſcend to intereſt himſelf 


in their happineſs, but in order to effect it the eternal 


Son of God has really aſſumed a created nature, that 
he might purchaſe their ſalvation by what he did and 


| ſuffered in that nature, O what a wonderful pledge of 


God's regard to his creatures is this! How affecting 
muſt it be not only to redeemed men, but to the Hh 
angels too! For if God could thus intereſt himſelf in 
the happineſs of ſinful men, he cannot neglect angels 
that love him and delight to do his will. By taking 
hold of the love link of the chain of rational exiſt- 
ences, he has brought the whole creation (Satan and 

e his 
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his adherents excepted) into nearer conveftion. with 


himſelf. Had Chriſt taken hold of the fallen angels by 
the aſſumption « of their nature, inferior creatures might 
have doubted his regard to them; but now he has take! 

pity of the inferior claſs, it is a certain pledge that the 
whole creation is unſpeakably dear to him, except the 
&nally 1 impenitent. es 


The Son of God being maniſeſted in the fleſh, he is 


become one F us, and yet has given the moſt difin:erefted (3 ) 


and deciſive teſtimony that God was wholly in the right. 


By his incarnation he became one of us, not only a 
creature but a real man, though he ſtill is alſo over all, 


God bleſſed for ever, Rom. ix. 5. Yea he became not 

only a man, but as it vere a ſinner, fin being imputed 
to him, though he knew none of his own, he became 
liable to be treated as though he had been the chief of 
ſinners; being born of a woman and conſtituted under 


the law, Gal. iv. 4. If therefore the law was originally 


too ſtrict, it was his intereſt to get it repealed or altered. 
And ſurely he had fawour enough in the eyes of his 
Father to have prevailed, had there been any room for 


the leaſt abatement. —Yea he him/elf, as a divine perſon, 


was egually concerned in making the law; and he 
knew man would break the law if it was given him, 
and fully deſigned to become anſwerable in his dead if 
it was broken. For though it was planned in the 
counſel of peace, that the Father ſhould ſtand up for 
the rights of divine juſtice, and demand ſatisſaction of 
the Son; they were not the excluſive rights of 


the Father, but the common rights of the Godhead. 


It was expedient that the Three who bear record in 
heaven ſhould aſſume different parts in the œconomy of 
ſalvation ; but the glory to be ſecured thereby was 
common to the ſacred Three. The Father would have 


| loſt no more than i SON, if the law had been abated; 


yet 
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yet the Son of Gd did mor <0i/s for the leaſt abatement 


in order to their complete and eternal ſalvation, 


% 
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in his own favour. The divine will of the Son was as 


fully acceſſory to all his ſufferings, as the will of the 
Father. And the Father loved the Son as himſelf, but 


yet he /pared him not, Rom. viii. 32. So then this was 
the plaineſt proof poſſible, that God in all his precepts 
and in all his threatnings, only dealt with his creatures 


as nE would be done by. He demanded no more obe- 

dience than it would have become 11M to have yielded, 
had he been in the creatures place; and he zhreatened 
the finner with no more puniſhment than he accounted 


would have been due to H1MsELF, had he been in the 


Arner's place. Though the Son of God really became 
a creature, he had no abatement-made him, and he de- 


fired none; and though he ſtood in the fnner*s place, 


there was no mitigation of the ſentence in his favour, 
and he defired none; for he knew all was quite right. 


He has given therefore the moſt diſintereſted and deci- 


| ſive teſtimony, that the law of God was a good and 


equitable law, juſt what it ought to be; and conſe- 


quently that God was in the right in pairs fir. law, 


right in requiring all that he required; and right in 
threatning ſin as ſeverely as he did. Chriſt could 
not find it in his heart to defire it ſhould be other- 
wiſe, for he knew that it exactly correſponded with the 
eſſential and unalienable rights of deity, and therefore 


he was willing to ſeal the equity of the divine law and 


conduct with his blood. Thus he ſided with God againſt 
Satan, he juſtified God and condemned fin, though in 


ſo doing he juſtifyed all the rigour of juſtice againſt | 


himſelf. 


(4.) At the ſame Time the Son of God becoming the ſurety 


of bis people has fully ſatisfied divine juſtice, having an- 
ſcwered all the demands of the law in their room and flead, 
He has 
perfectly fulfilled all the demands of the law, both 


thoſe 
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thoſe which were antecedent and thoſe which were con- 
2quent to the violation of it by man; having punctually 
obeyed all it's precepts, and likewiſe ſuffered all it's 
enalties in his own perſon. Thus he has borne the 
fulleſt teſtimony to the equity of the divine govern- 
ment, has honoured and magnified the law, to the 
infinite glory of it's author; While at the ſame time 
ele& ſinners: are both ſaved from deſerved deſtruction 
and legally entitled to eternal life. The honour of God 
and his law, rendered it infinitely proper, yea indiſ- 
penſibly neceſſary, that the law ſhould be obeyed in 
the /ame nature to which it was given; and that it's 
penalty ſhould be inflicted on the /ame nature that had 
violated it. It was given to man, and muſt be obeyed- 
by man : It was broken, by man, and muſt be avenged 


on man, Therefore Jeſus became our near kinſman that 


he might have a right to redeem, He became our brother 
who was born for adverſity, Prov. xvii. 17. He reſtored 
that which we and not he had taken away, Pf. Ixix. 4. 
IT was EXACTED AND HE WAS MADE ANSWERABLE, 


(as Dr. Lowth well renders, niggas vehu naaneh) Iſa. 


lii. 7. By the whole of his humiliation, abaſement 
and ſufferings, he fully anſwered thoſe demands which 
the law made upon us in con/equence of our violating 
it's precepts: Being mads ſin for us, who knew no fin, 
2 Cor. v. 21. He his ownſelf bore our fins in his own 
body on the tree, 1 Peter ii. 24. Redeeming us from 
the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us, 
Gal. iii. 13. And by his holy ſpotleſs, and perfect 
obedience, he anſwered thoſe demands of the law which 
it had upon us antecedent to the conſideration of it's 
being violated ; that ſo we might not barely be ex- 
empted from puniſhment, but become the objects of 
divine approbation and. be entitled to eternal life.--- 
The former is more properly tiled the /ati faction, . . 
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ji CHRIST waxirterts, 


the Hitter the merit of Chiiſt;* Though both werk 


carried on through his whole life, and that by the ſame 
things. The very ſame acts of Chriſt diverſely con- 
fidered, Both ſatisfled and nierited. That which con- 
fidered as an act of obedience, was part of his 
righteouſneſs, whereby he merited eternal life ; being 
alſo attended with humiliation, difficulty or ſuffering 
Was pärt of his ſatisfäction for fin, and procured our 
pardon. So his laſt ſufferings as they were the loweſt 
oy of his hamiliation, compleated his atonement ; 
nd as they were the highelt act of obedience com- 

Kate his righteouſneſs, At the ſame time that he 


finiſhed tranſoreſſion and made an end "of fins, he alſo 


Broug ht In everlaſting' righteouſneſs, Dan. ix. 24. For 
the law having been orice violated, even Chriſt's perfect 


obedience could not have been brought in and placed 


to the Account of his elect, without he had alſo diſ. 
charged thoſe obligations to puniſhment which were 
conſequent to the breach of the law, So much more 
difficult Was it for the ſecond Adam to ſatisfy a broken 
law, than for the firſt Adam to fulfil a law which had 
never deen vielated. To the firſt Adam it only ſaid, 
& do and live” but to the ſecond it's language Was, 
& obey and die.“ Such were the terms upon which 
the bleſſed Jeſus engaged his heart to approach unto 
God in our behalf, Jer. xxx. 21. Of this law, he ſaid, 
fo, I come: I delight to do thy will, O my God: Yea, 
thy law is within my heart, Pſ. Kl. 7, 8. And be has 
made good his words, he lived, and died, and lives 
again for us, and becauſe he liveth, we ſhall live allo, 

The Son of God thus manifeſted in the fleſh haz 
given the F N evidence that the dignity and happineſi 
F creatures will not only conſiſt WITH à flate of ſub- 


jection, but that it really conſiſls 1 N conformity to. God. 
8 U 


WR ; _ 
See pr 


eſident Edwards's moſt judicious thoughts in his 
_ hiftory of redemption, period II. | 
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This Satan and all his fellow rebels had practically 
denied. He ſcorned ſubjection to the will of the deity, 


as below angelic dignity. He inſpired his confederate 
angels with the ſame ſpirit of rebellion. He even put 


our poor firſt parents upon aſpiring to be 4. Gods. The 


import of his conduct was a downright denial of the 


divine authority, and a daring renunciation of that 


dependence which created beings owe to the ſupreme. 
It ſeemed to imply, that to be kept under rule, and be 
at the controul of his maker, was an hardſhip too great 
for a rational creature to bear: at leaſt a ſtate of ſervitude . 
was thought inconſiſtent with the higheſt happineſs of 

ſuch creatures. But the hh angels bore their teſtimony 
to the conſiſtency between ſubjection and happineſs. 
They found no dimunition of their holy pleaſures to 
reſult from ſubmiſſion to their creator: they loved their 
maſter, and did not wiſh to go out free from his ſervice: 
they thought it the beſt freedom to ſerve him, the 
higheſt honour to be always at his beck, and the ſweeteſt 


. enjoyment to fulfill his pleaſure, The will of God 


appeared to them infinitely right, and they did not 
want to be at hey to do wrong. The Son of God 
was of this mind alſo. He knew and loyed the infinite 
rectitude of the divine nature. He knew it was fact, 
not barely that a creature might be happy in a ſtate of 
obedience, but alſo that a creature could not be happy 
in any other ſtate, and could not bat be happy in that. 
He became incarnate with this very end in view, to 
manifeſt that it is the bappineſs of a creature to be 
wholly for God: as though he had ſaid, “ Holy Father, 
thine enemy has inſinuated that thou art an hard maſter, 
and that thy ſervice is flavery, I will bear true and 
faithful witneſs to the contrary, I am willing to become 


thy ſervant, that I may viodicate thy government, let 


Mz aſſume a created nature, and I will do all thy will 
wich Wight, gt Sink inwy nour and my happineſs 


/ 


"oF CHRIST AAT ESTE. 


to obey thee· The example of CHRIST is 7n/inztely 
above the example of angels: two things make it ſo; 
the dignity of his perſon, and the difficulty of his work. 
The I of his dignity, and the depth of his abaſe- 


ment admit of no compariſon. Satan's high and ex- 

alted ſtation had been a temptation to him: through his tl 
unwatchfulneſs, pride had crept into his breaſt; and he p 
thought it an hardſhip for one who ſhone ſo bright in J 


glory, to ſtoop to be Jehovah's ſervant. But the dignity A 
of the Son of God infinitely ſurpaſſed the dignuy of h 


Satan before he fell. Yet he not only ſubmitted to the b. 
yoke of obedience, and found it eaſy ; but he bore the m 
burden of puniſhment, and his infinite love to God and W 
his people, made that burden ſupportable, which all I 
creation could not have borne. The difficulty of his hi 
work infinitely tranſcends all the difficulty that ever at- hi 
tended any other work that God required. He had re- 1 
ceived this commandment from his Father, that he ap 
ſhould lay down his life for the ſheep, and bear all the m 
puniſhment of their iniquities, John x. Iſai. Iiii. We be 
ſhould alſo reflect that the exertions of love and zeal, th 
of which he was capable in conſequence of the indwel- Gi 
ling Godhead, muſt needs ſurpaſs every thing that ſal 
angelic nature was capable of. Well may the Father BF po 
boaſt of him, and ſay to men and angels, Behold my he 
ſervant whom I uphold, mine ele& in whom my ſoul wo 


delighteth, Iſai. xlii. 1. God never had ſuch a ſervant Mc 
beſide. His whole conduct has plairfly proved that he of 
thought the ſtricteſt obedience, the deepeſt ſubjection, Ch 


fully conſiſlent with a creature's happineſs, yea that the tio 
only happineſs of a creature is to be entirely conformed in 


to the will of Gd. „„ LOT 2007 £6: 
i" By this manifeſtation. of the Son of God it is alſo jufl 
1 (6.) brought to paſi that God can fhew more batred of fin in Th 
1 pardoning than in puniſhing finners; and that he can ſhew in 
| his love to righteouſneſs by beflowing the greateſt bleſſings 
4 upon 
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upon the 'unworthieſt creatures, That God ſhould not 
ſpare the 1 0 that ſinned, is a much leſs ſtriking 
proof of his hatred of fin, than his not ſparing his own. 
ſon. And if he had dealt in the ſame manner with the 
whole human race as with the fallen angels, or had he 
puniſhed ever ſo many worlds of mere creatures with 
the ſame ſeverity, it would have been nothing to com- 
pare with the death of Chriſt, What wonder is it that 
Jehovah God of hoſts, the mighty one of Iſrael ſhould 
eaſe himſelf of his adverſaries, and avenge himſelf of 
his enemies, Iſai. i. 24. That when puny worms re- 
belled, and began to ſpit their venom againſt their 
maker, he ſhould cruſh a rebellious world as a man 
would cruſh a cockatrice's egg? But to ſee his own dear 
Son become ſurety for ſinners, to ſee the Lord lay upon 
him the iniquity of us all, and then wound him, bruiſe 
him, put him to grief, make his ſoul an offering for 
lin, calling upon the ſword of vengeance to awake 
apainſt the man that was his equal Here we behold the 
moſt ſtriking inſtance of God's holy ſeverity that could 
be exhibited. Nothing can give ſo awful an idea of 
the infinite evil of fin, as a fight of Gethſemane and 
Golgotha. No ſinner who conſiders this can deſpair of 
ſalvation through the blood of the lamb, upon a ſup- 


@ poſition that his ſins are too great to be forgiven; unleſs 


he ſhould be ſo extremely abſurd as to imagine, that it 
would be more to the honour: of God's juſtice, and a 
more ſtriking proof of his irreconcileable abhorrence 
of. fin, to puniſh him perſonally, than it was to puniſh 
Chriſt, God hath ſet forth his ſon Jeſus as a propitia- 
tion for fin, through faith in his blood, that he might, 
in the very act of forgiveneſs, demonſtrate his righteouſ- 

neſs, and appear molt tremendoully juſt while he is the 

juſtifier of him which believeth in Jeſus, Rom. iii. 26. 


Thus the great Eternal ſhews more of his hatred of ſin 


in the pardon of a ſoul 1 25 the blood of Jeſus, than 
a * | IN E 2 | f | . 
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reis, as well as to the praiſe and glory of grac 


1 CHRIST AAT 


in the everlaſting puniſhment of all the damned. Such 
is the infinite worth of our Saviour's ſatisfaction and the 
encouragement, of - believers to rely upon him for the 
pardon of all their treſpaſſee. oy 


And as the /ari4fa#70n of Chriſt is ſufficient to free 
the finner from all evil, ſo is the nerit of Chriſt ſuſh- 
eient to ptocure him all good. As God ſhews his 
hatred to ſin, in freeing the ſinner from all the puniſh- 


ment he perſonally deſerved; ſo he ſhews his love to 


righteouſneſs by giving the finner all the blefſmgs he 


had perſonally forfeited. Infinite wiſdom has contrived 


to heitow all poſſible good upon redeemed criminals, in 
fach a manner as that the greateſt degree of unwoftbi- 
neſs in the recipients, ſhould only increaſe the evidence 
of the donor's love to Ing » fince all that the 


needy unworthy ſinner receives, is beſtowed under the 


notion of rewarding the obedience of the divine ſurety, 


and ſo publicly dectaring that the Father is well pleaſed 


with him, who hath ' ified the law and made it 


| hbnovrable; Hence God has nat only highly exalted 
dim, in that very nature wherein he ſo voluntarily 


6beyed his will; but has promiſed him that he ſhall ſee 
of the travel of his ſoul and be ſatisfied, Tſai; Hii. 11. 
He ſhall ſee the bleſſed fruit which reſults from it, till 


- Ne acecunts that ke has enough amply to repay him, 


for all bis apotiies, The treaſuries of bliſs are com- 


mitted to his keeping, and he has received'giftsfor men, 


even the rebellious, that he may freely impart the 
richeſt: of thoſe gifts; to as many as he pleaſes, and to 


as great a"depree as he thinks fit. God has ſworh in 


his holineſs that he will not lie unto David, RE sHALI 
BE SATISFIED. —Salisfied, with beſtowing good of 
infinite value, yea, the ſum and ſubſtance of all the 
good in the univerſe, upon all his redeemed. And all 
this to the infinite honour of God's eſſential righteouſ- 


* 
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The farther eonſequenee and bleſſed deſign of this 
manifeſtation of the Son of God is, 7 fulleſt ſecurity (7.) 
of his. people's falvation, fo that their fechrity rs even 
greater than their intereſt. The happineſs of à ſingle 
toul is indeed of vaſt importance. All who are ac- 
quainted with it's real worth will account there is 
nothing that can be given to a man in exchange for his 
foul; could the whole world be profered him, it would 
be the height of madneſs not to reject the paltry bribe, 
for what ſhould a man be profited who ſhould gain the 
whole world and loſe his own ſoul? Matt. xvi. 26. But 
great as the worth of an immortal ſoul is, and numerous 
as the dangers are to which it is expoſed, yet when we 
conſider the ſecurity given by Chriſt for the ſalvation of 
believers, it will appear that chere is ground for the 
ſtrongeſt confidence and ſweeteſt conſolation. Confider = 
the gracious invitations of the goſpel, which are inde- 
finitely addreſſed to all that come and put their truſt in 
'Chriſt alone, and which are expreſſed in the moſt abſo- 
late manner, aſſuring that it ſhall come to paſs, that 
whoſoever ſhall call upon the name of the Lord, ſhall 
be ſaved, Acts ii. 21. Him that cometh ſhall be in no 
1. wife caſt out. John vi, 37. He that believeth, ſhall 
all be ſaved, Mark xvi. 19. Let all that labour, and are 
m, heavy laden, come to him, and they ſhall find refreſh- 


m- ment and reſt, Matt, xi. 28. Let him that is athirſt, 
n, come: and whoſoever will, let him take the water of 
he life freely, Rev. xxii. 17.—Confider the innumerable 
to exceeding great and precious PROMISES with which the 
in word of God is ſtored, ſo exactly ſuited to all the va - 
1 rious caſes, wants, and conflicts of a believer in this 
of preſent evil world. God has promiſed to deliver him in 

he the day of trouble, Pf. 1. 15. to ſatisfy him in the days 
all of famine, Pf. xxxvii. 19. to inftru& him and teach him 


2 in the way he ſhould go, and guide him with his eye, 
P. Xxxii. 8. to accompany him through * 
e e flames 
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flames, Iſa. xliii. 2. to ſubdue his iniquities, Mic. vii. 
19. to renew his ſtrength when he ſeems to have none 
left, and is ready to taint and die, Iſa. xl. 2931. to 


— 


| keep him from the evil of the world, John xv1i. 15. to T 
„ bruiſe Satan under his feet, Rom. xvi. 20. freely to give bleſ 
him all needful good, Rom. viii. 32. and to make all Wl * * 
l things in the iſſue work together for his beſt welfare, mort 
[ | ver. 28. never, never to leave him, never, no, never to tion 
| forſake him, Heb. xiii. 5. but to ſwallow: up death in che 
| victory, Iſa, xxv. 8. and wipe away all his tears in fect 
| eternal glory, Rev. vii. 17. and ſeat the victor with him uy 


On his throne, Rev. ili. 21. Theſe are an exceed - c 
ing ſmall ſpecimen of the promiſes of the bible, bet 
but theſe and all the reſt are yea and amen in Chriſß 70 
Jeſus, lo the glory of God by us, 2 Cor. i. 20. All the es 


promiſes are the reſult” of the divine cougſel, and are wh 
; _ confirmed by the divine car; what ſtrong conſolation be 
5 muſt then ariſe from theſe two immutable things, where- wh 
in it is impoſſible for God to lie, Heb. vi. 17. All cl 


theſe promiſes are ratified by Chriſt's blood, and his * 
own glory and his Father's glory are inſeparably con- 
nected with their moſt punctual fulfillment. If theſe 
ſhould fail, —if one coming foul ſhould be rejected, —if 
one believer ſhould be plucked out of Chriſt's hands 
and finally periſh, - uo wonld be the greateſt loſer - 
or Chrift? You, a poor finite creature, would in that 
caſe. loſe your all indeed, - but He muſt loſe his own 
maſt precious blood, loſe the dear-bought purchaſe of 
his agonizing groans, loſe that reward which made him 
willing, made him long, to be baptized in wrath, 
Luke xii. 50. loſe that which was to make him full 
amends for all his bloody ſweat and accurſed death. 
And the eternal God muſt forfeit his word, break his 
oath, loſe the glory of his wiſdom and juſtice, and grace 
and truth, muſt tarniſh all his perfections, and (heaven 
forbid the blaſphemy of unbelief) muſt give Satan 
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room to boaſt that the great plan of redemption i is 
fruſtrated or rendered incomplete, © 

The manifeſtation of the Son of God has a moſt 
bleſſed tendency to deſtroy the works of the devil, as 


it has given un infinite increaſe of weight to the nobleft (8. ) 


motives to duty and againſt fin. Our primary obliga- 
tions to obedience ariſe from the eſſential qualities of 
the divine nature. Jehovah really is an abſolutely per- 
fect being, poſſeſſed of every poſſible excellence and 
infinitely remote from every imperfection. He only is 
eternal, fſelf-exiſtent, infinite and independent. He is 
before all, and by him alone do all things conſiſt. He 
gave to every other being the whole of their exiſtence, 
and they entirely depend on him eontinually. He from 
whom every good and perfect gift deſcends muſt himſelf 
be infinitely. good and great. He has no limits but 
what ariſe from unlimited perfection. His power ex- 
cludes weakneſs, his wiſdom excludes folly, his 
righteouſneſs, truth and unchangeableneſs exclude in- 
juſtice, falſhood and mutability, &c. Hence he cannot 
do or require any thing that is inconſiſtent with abſolute 
perfection. He cannot die, cannot lie, cannot deny 
himſelf, cannot give his creatures leave to forget and 
diſobey him, cannot make them that love him miſera- 
ble, nor them that hate him '/happy—he cannot act 
unlike himſelf, but his whole conduct muſt appear at 
laſt conſiſtent with his nature, perfect in the beauty of 
holineſs. The law of God 1s founded upon the fup- 
poſition, that God is the beſt and greateſt of beings, 
and that his glory is the higheſt end that can be propoſed 
by himſelf, or by any rational creature. The law is 
not founded on arbitrary will but on the very nature of 
God. And becauſe he is infinite in beauty, glory, 
and excellence, it muſt be infinitely binding, and it 
muſt be infinitely criminal to tranſgreſs it. But we 
ny = that nothing elſe proves this ſo plainly.and 
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40 CHRIST VANS Ed. 
fully as the manifeſtation of the San of God. The 


only begotten of the Father ho is in his Father's boſom, 
he hath revealed him in all his glory. He has diſplayed 


the infinite. GREATxess of God as being poſſeſſed of 


all natural gerfections, and he has manifeſted the infinite 
beauty of the divine golIx ESS which includes all his 


moral per fectious. And he has borne witneſs to his ſu- 


preme right of dominion over all worlds, as the owner, 


proprietor, and ſovereign judge of the univerſe, He 


has atteſted the equity of the divine law, and ſealed it 
with his blood. He has repreſented a ſtate of obedience 


as the righteſt, fitteſt, happieſt, and beſt condition a 


creature could be in. It was his delight, his meat and 


his drink to do his Father's will, and no attending cir- 
cumſtances of appoſition, difficulty, abaſement, ſelf- 


denial or ſuffering could alter his inclination to abey, 


He has repreſented the evil of fin in a more glaring 


and awful light than all the flames of hell can do. He 
has unfolded the beautiful character of God and ex- 
hibited the holy excellencies of the divine nature in a 


luſture ſuperior to that in which they appeared to new 


made angels. All the works of creation and provi- 
dence ſhew but little of Gad in compariſon of what is 


ſhewn in redemption, The croſs of Chriſt is the 


central point wherein all the rays of the divine 
8 to enkindle the holy flame of love in the 
eart of every beholder. And the manifeſtation of 


Chriſt not only diſplays the efential lowvelingſs of deity, 
but the infinite riches of /overeign love to ſinners here 


ſhine forth, Chriſt is the unſpeakable gift of God. 
The greateſt gift God could beſtow, and the only 
medium through which he would give any thing good 


to a figner. The greateſt pledge of God's love, through 


whom alone it was poffible to be enjoyed by ſinners 
at all, If the freeſt love, the richeſt love, the ſtrongeſt 
loves, the firmeſt love, if love pregnant with all 
WIe e Bs bleſſings, 
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himſelf influenced by the moſt gs motives to hate 
ſin , and to aſpire after perfect conformity to 


deftroy the works of the dewil, auben he a/cended on high, 


| led captivity: captive, and recti ved the gift of the HoLY 


Sy1R1T effettually to apply the purchaſed redemption to all 


9. 


his ele. Pſ. Ixvili. 18. Though it was the command 


of our aſcending Lord, that his miniſters Wherever they 


have opportunity ſhould preach the goſpel indiſcrimi- 


nately to every creature; and this was expedient, that 
ſo the real nature and malignity of ſin might be evi- 


denced, in a diſcovery of the native tendency of human 


pride, to reject the propoſals of infinite grace ; yet it 
was ſurely biobly improper, that the ſucceſs of Chriſt's 


undertaking ſhould be left to foe wicked mall of man, 015 
| Pac = 9 iS GLO SS 


to render all null and void i 


thould be of none effect unleſs he choſe to concur. 


God forbid that we ſhould imagine this to be the caſe, 


that 
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that all the fruit-of our Saviour's death ſhould be thus 
liable to be entirely loſt. It was abſolutely promiſed to 
him that he ſhould ſee his ſeed, and the pleaſure of 
the Lord ſhould proſper in his hands, Iſa. Iii. 10. 
And thatghe Spirit that was upon him, ſhould not de- 
part from his ſeed, nor from his ſeed's ſeed for ever, 
fa. lix. 21, That he ſhould have the heathen for His 
Inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for his 
poſſeſſion, Pf. ii. 8. That he ſhould be a light to-the 
-Gentiles and God's ſalvation to the end of the earth, 
Iſa. xlix. 6 That the reſidue of men might ſeek 
after the Lord, Acts. xv. 17. His people being cer- 
tainly made willing in the day of his power, Pf. cx. z. 
and formed for himſelf that they may ſhew forth his 
praiſe, Iſa. xliii, 21. Now all this is 2 957 
of the atonement and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, It 
Would otherwiſe have been inconſiſtent with the dignity 
of the Holy Spirit to cleanſe and renew our fouls, and 
totake up his abode in our hearts. - But Chriſt deſerved 
that the application of his redemption ſhould be thus 

_ abſolutely ſecured ; that he ſhould run noriſk of having 
ſhed his blood in vain; but might certainly enſure 
eternal life to as many as were given him, John xvii. 2, 
and that his name ſhould be f/iated or /orned® (i. e. pro- 
Pagated from ſeed to ſeed through a numerous poſterity) 
as long as the ſun and moon endureth, Pf. Ixxii. 17. 
Accordingly when he went away from his diſciples, he 
ſent the Holy Spirit the comforter, unto them, to 
teſtify of him, and to convince the world of fin, 
righteouſneſs, and judgment, and to dwell with his 


people, and be in them, and abide with them for ever, 


John xiv. xv. 12 | 1 

(10.) Ii this application of Chrift's redemption, be appears 
gloriouſly ſuperior to the power of Satan and fin, Chriſt 

| Tn overcoming kat frong min armed (Luke xi. 22.) 
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is manifeſted to be ſtronger than he, by his expelling 
him from his long accuſtomed hold. Though Satan 
like Pharaoh refuſes to let his purchaſed people go that 
they may ſerve him, yet the prey of the terrible all be 


I delivered, and he has We all the children 


of the church, Iſa. xlix, 25. The weapons of our 
warfare which he has given to his miniſters are mighty 


through God, to the pulling down of ſtrong holds. 


And the perſonal weak neſs of thoſe miniſters whom he 
employs, as inſtruments in this work, adds to his 
triumph and to the mortification of Satan, when ſuch 
that were once eagerly engaged in his ſervice, like Saul 
of Tarſus; or whom he had ſhamefully defeated, like 
Peter; are made uſe of to pluck multitudes of their 
fellow ſinners out of his hands. No doubt the conver- 
fion of every ſoul is ſorely againſt Satan's will, and 


| while it cauſes, joy in heaven, it fills hell with giief 
and vexation. And as the Son of God gloriouſly tri- 


umphs over the devil in the application of redemption 
to the ſouls of his ele, ſo in the ſame bleſſed work he 
appears divinely ſuperior to the power of % or the in- 
ternal depravity. of the human heart. He can tut 
lions as it were into lambs. He can conquer the moi 
ſtubborn ſpirits, and without any injury to the natural 
powers of the human mind, ſweetly conſtrain them to 
yield. He cauſes. that they who once breathed out 
threatnings and ſlaughter againſt his intereſt and people, 
ſhould now ſend forth prayers and praiſes to him with 
almoſt every breath. And having renewed them in the 
ſpirit of their minds, they voluntarily enliſt themſelves 
under his banner, and become active and ſucceſsful in 
their oppoſition to Satan and ſin.—Nor can Satan ever 
regain his ancient dominion, or recover his ranſomed 
captives, for they are kept by the power of God through 
faith unto ſalvation, 1 Pet. i. 57 and tho e Land 4 
may thruſt ſote at them that they may fall, the Lord up 

113 e 5 holdeth 
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holdeth them, Pf. 118. 13. for indeed he that is in 
them is greater than he that is in the world, 1 John iv. 4. 
yea and? they ſhall be holden up, for God is able to 
make them ſtand, Rom. xiv. 4 and knoweth how tb 
deliver the godly out of temptations, 2 Pet. ii. 9. and 
has promiſed that he will with every temptation make 
2 way for eſcape; 1. Cor. x. 13. and that he will bruiſe 
Satan under their feet ſhortly, Rom. xvii. 20. He will 
ſubdue their iniquities, Micah vii. 19. and not ſuffer 
ſin to have dominton over them, Rom. vi. 25 but will 
enable them through the Spirit to mortify the deeds of 
the body, that they may live unto God, Rom. viii. 13. 
Though fin was become ingrained in their nature as 
though it were a ſecond ſelf, they ſhall be taught to 
deny themſelves that they may follow Chriſt, Matt. xvi. 
24. A ſightof the crucified Saviour manifeſted in his 
dying love to their ſouls ſhall conſtrain them to retaliate 
on fin, and to crucify the fleſh with it's affections and 
luſts, Gal. v. 24. and though they are now in a ſtate 
of conflict and cannot do the things that zbey avvu!d, 
Gal. v. 17. fin is effeQually prevented from executing 
i will, and they have the earneſt of the Spirit, 
1 Cor. v. 5. that they ſhall ſoon poſſeſs that perfect 
| 8 and holy felicity, without which they cannot be 
Tatisfied, Pf. xvii. 15. being made more than con- 
querors over all oppoſition through bim that loved 
them, Rom. viii. 37. and became the captain of theit 
ſalvation that he might bring many ſons to glory, 
„ TT WY N 


And as not only fn, but guilt, miſery, and deat 


(11. )are works of the devil, ſo the Son of God is manift/ted 


10 be exalted above all evil, natural as well as moral; 
beth iu his own perſon and bis people. Though the guilt 
of 'his people was ſo multiplied, and magnified, and 
 ag3ravated exceedingly beyond all conception, yet when 
| Xe * + | | a i 
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it was all laid upon him, (Iſa. 1111. 6.) by imputation; 
he ſaſtained it all, and bore the ponderous load, even 

the ſin of the whole elect world in his own body upon 
the accurſed tree. His ſacrifice removed the guilt of 
his land in one day, Zech. iii. 9. He quite made an 
end of it, Dans ix. 24. and roſe free from all charge of 
guilt, and took his ſeat in glory at the right hand of 
God. He appeared to- be exalted above all mi/ery : 
in that he could endure the moſt bitter ſufferings that 
ever were or will be endured, with invincible patience 
and fortitude ; and never repented his engapements, nor 
felt one hard thought of his Father, nor gave up his 
people; but exhauſted all the ſtores of r peng and 
tor the joy that was ſet before him, deſpiſed the croſs 
and endured the ſhame, and 1s now out of the reach of 

evil for ever. So he underwent the pains of Jearh, and 
it's very ſting pierced into him as deep as poſſible, but 
it was impoſſible he ſhould be holden by the bands of 
death, Acts ii. 24. He has taken up again the life he 
laid down, and he lives for evermore. He roſe like a 
conqueror and bereaved death of his ſting and of his 
keys. For where is the fting of death, and where is 
the victory of the grave? 1 Cor. xv. 55. He hath 
ſwallowed up death in victory, Ifa. xxv. 8. He hath 
aboliſhed death and brought life and immortality to 
light through the goſpel, 2 Tim i. 10.— And as to his 
people, Chriſt having borne their guilr, removes it from 
their conſcience by the ſpriakling of his blood, apply- 
ing the atonement by faith. He can now with a word, 
give folid peace to the moſt deſponding ſoul, and raiſe 


their hopes to the higheſt pitch, whoſe guilt would 
otherwiſe have ſunk them, into the depths of the 
bottomleſs pit.— And he communicates ſuch ſupports, 
that the heavieſt Hictions may be endured with patience 
and joy, fo that we may glory in tribulations, Rom. v. 3. 
and glorify God in the frery trial, 1 Pet. i. 7. and 
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Iv. 12. yea, and count it all joy when we fall into them, 
Jam. i. 2, 3.— And death; by taking Chriſt priſoner 
once, has loſt millions of his captives, and cannot hurt 
one of them for whom Chriſt died. For Chriſt keeps 
the keys of hell, and of death in his poſſeſſion, Rev. i, 
18. ſo that neither body nor ſoul can be diſpoſed of by 
any but himſelf. None can be put into the grave till 
Chriſt unlocks the door, and the ſecond death can 
ſwallow up none but Chriſt's enemies, for he has the 
keys of hell, and none can wreſt them out of his 
hands. And he will certainly raiſe up his people's 
bodies in triumph at the laſt day, John vi, 40. | 
{12,) Laſtly, to crown all, Satan is thus made acceſſory to hit 
own deſtruction, and to the increaſe of his own torment, 
and fin itſelf which above all things tends to God's dif: 
honour, is made the occaſion of his greateſt glory. His 
tempting man to ſin in hope of diſhonouring God, has 
been the occaſion of bringing the higheſt honour to 
him. His endeavour to obſcure the perfections of 
deity, has been the occaſion of their being all of them 
exhibited with infinite beauty and advantage. His at- 
tempt to rob God of our world, has been the occaſion 
of God's getting more glory by the redemption of one 
world, than he could have gotten by creating millions 
of new worlds. His endeavour to ſeparate man from 
God for ever, has been over-ruled as the occaſion of 
God's becoming man, and of bringing an.innumerable 
company of ele& men into the cloſeſt and moſt inſepa- 
rable union with God. He aimed to ſupplant the Son of 
God, and to rob him of his patrimony, but it is become 
more intirely his, by additional ties infinitely binding. 
He wanted to. ſet the perfections of God at variance, 


and make God eternally. at war with himſelf, but in- 
ſtead of that, his perfections ſhine forth in greater har- 
mony andeternal conſiſtency, to the infinite increaſe of 
| God's declarative glory. When Chriſt appeared N 35 

N | | Sn fed 
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fleſh, Satan wiſhed to deſtroy him, and hoped by eſfect- 
ing his death to overthrow his whole plan, but inſtead 
ef that, he was unwittingly acceſſory to his own ruin: 
for the death of Chriſt completed the purchaſe of . 
redemption. Chriſt triumphed over the principalities 
and powers of hell in his croſs, Col. ii. 15, He has 
ruined Satan with his own weapon, as David cut off 
the head of Goliath with his own ſword. And ſo all 
Satan's craft is turned into fooliſhneſs, and he will be 
eternally tormented with the thought that the /in of man 
and the death of Cbriſt, in which he has ſo buſied him- 
ſelf, have been amazingly over-ruled to the promotion. 
of the divine glory, and the happineſs of thoſe re- 
deemed ſouls that are to fill the heavenly manſions from 
whence he and his legions were caſt out® | 
From what has been ſaid we may ſafely draw this 
concluſion. If He was really the Son of Gop, who 
was manifeſted to deſtroy the works of the devil, and 
before whom Satan has begun to fall, it is now too late 
for hell to hope that it's gates ſhall ever prevail againſt 
him; all it's force and fraud ſhall certainly be exerted 
in vain. The moſt difficult part of the work is over. 
The purchaſe of redemption is completely finiſhed ; 
what remains as to the ff extremely eaſy to 
him; and we may be poſhtively aſſured that the gare 
of the Lord ſhall proſper in his hands, Ifa, Iiii. 10. 
We have ground. for the fulleſt confidence that all 
Satan's works will iſſue in his own confuſion. The 
violence of his oppoſition, will enhance the glory of 
Chtiſt's triumph. And the great depths cf fin and 
miſery. into which he entices and involves the elect of 
God, ſhall magnify the riches of divine mercy and 
» See preſident Edwards's ſix ſermons on the wiſdom of God 
in the way of ſalvation, | | N 
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grace, and be the gccafion of ſhewing the value of the 
atonement, and the power of the Holy Spirit, in par- 
doning and ſubduing their ſins, in delivering them from 
ſo great a death, and railing them to 2 eternal 
What encouragement is there for ſinners to apply to 
the Son of God for ſalvation! how boldly may they 
come to him and put their truſt in him. Though you 
ſhould account yourſelves the very chief of ſinners, 
that is no objeQion to your coming to Chriſt, . For his 
redemption can be applied to none but finners. Your 
fin, guilt, miſery, and your deſert of eternal death, ate 
certainly no objection to Chriſt's receiving you; no, 
not the higheit degree of theſe things, For theſe are 
the works of the devil which he came on purpoſe to 
deſtroy. The more you feel of them, the more you 
need him, and the more glorious © portunity will your 
Laſe afford for the manifeſtation of 5 power and grace. 
E Ie is by deſtroying fin, guilt, miſery and death, that he 
WM triumphs over the devil, and gets himſelf immortal 
=  glory—and if theſe are deſtroyed you are completely 
| laved. You have no rdom to doubt of his willingneſs 
to get himſelf glory. If there is any room for doubt, 

it is whether you are williäg that all the works of the 

devil ſhould be deſtroyed, and that Chriſt ſhould have 

all the glory. If you are, you have all the encourage- 

ment you can deſire to come to him, and you are cer- 

3 tainly told he will on no account caſt you out, John vi. 
3 37 .— What encouragement alſo have tempted fouls, in 
I whom Satan 1s labouring to his utmolt to deſtroy their 
'Y peace and purity, and to fill them with prejudice, cor- 
1 ruption and rh hh to cry to the Saviour for ſuccour, 
1 and for the deſtruction of theſe works of the devil. 
= - Conſider how noble is the gael the Son of God, 
2 and how worthy that we ſhould moſt heartily concur 


in carrying on his cauſe and promote it to the utmaſt. 
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They are AccunssD who come not up to the 6 of 
the Lord againſt the mighty, Judg. v. 23. though he. 
needs ndt their help. Surely it is our honour to endea- 
vour to ſubſerve Chriſt in the deſtruction of ignorance, 
vice, infidelity, and miſery. Surely this is a cauſe, 


worthy of dur engaging in, it would be well worth while 


to do any thing or ſuffer any thing to promote it—the 
captain of our ſalvation will never let us be loſers by 


our engaging more thoroughly on his ſide. The war 


is of God, Read the promiſes of Chriſt to him that is. 
conquering, Rev. ii. 1ii,—Be exborted then to fall in 
with the deſign of God. Shew that you approve of 
the end for which the Anointed Saviour came into our 


manifeſted in your hearts. Oppoſe the works of the 
devil in your own hearts and in the world. Strive. 


men's ſins, 1 Tim. v. 22. Have no fellowſhip with 


them, Eph. v. 11. Unleſs you had rather be found on 
Satan's fide than on Chriſt's.— 

What gratitude ſhould we feel eihe Son of God who 
was manifeſted to deſtroy the works of the devil, and 
ſo to reſcue us from eternal deſtruction. And eſpeciall 7 
when we reflect that we were not only in danger of de- 
ſtruction, but that it was deſerved deſtruction. We had 
voluntarily ſided with Satan our moſt eruel enemy, and 
were engaged in oppoſition to the Son of God, and yet 
ie became our Saviour. Let praiſe for ever flow from 
our grateful hearts. 


ide, who follow the banner of Jehovah Jeſus. For he 
MUST reign till he hath put all enemies under his 
feet, 1- Cor. xv. 25. The feebleſt of his ſoldiers ſhall 
tread upon the higheſt of beg foes, Deut. xxxiii. 15 


world. And let it appear by your lives that he has been 


againſt ſin yourſelves, and be not partakers of other 


the unfruitful works of darkneſs, but rather reprove 


Be encouraged alſo to opnoſs ſin and Satan from the: 
certainty of victory. You ſhall. be found on the ſafe 


e 
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_ 8 1 ves they ſhall tread i upon the roaring lion 134 trampld 
de old Wand under feet, Pi. xci. 13. and bear the 


m for ever, Rev. vii. 9. 
o conclude, how glorious will be che manifeſtation 


| of Chriſt at the 14%, day, when he ſhall come in hig 
Sn glory, and in his Father's glory with all his holy 


angels, Matt. xvi. 27. and with the myriads of his 


faints, Jude 14. when HE ſhall be glorified i in his ſaints 


and be admired in all them that believe, 2 Th. i. 19. 
How completely will Satan be fruſtrated and confounded 


_ then; and how will all the enemies of the Son of, God 


wail, becauſe of him; and all that refuſed to come to 


| Kim now, ſhall wiſh in vain to flee from him, and ſhall 


be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the pre- 
ſence of the Lord, and from the glory. of his. e 


ws + 


; reader, 's hall y 3 - Chili's W 
or among his irers, in the day of his/appearing ? | 


-. Unto: him who loved us, Os waſhed us fromi our 
fins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and 
prieſts unto God and his Father; to him be — 


s = _ "ag dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
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